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1. Quantity and quality

LOW PERFORMERS 2009 2012 2015 2018

OECD

Science 18.8 18.7 22.1 22.0

Math (36) 23.5 24.4 24.6 24.1

Reading 19.4 18.9 20.9 22.6

EU

Science 16.6 20.6 21.6

Math 22.1 22.2 22.4

Reading 17.8 19.7 21.7

Initial standardization: Gaussian with 
mean 500 and s.d. 100. 

OECD mean scores now: 487, 489, 489

OECD countries declining slightly, but 
consistently after 2009

Particularly worrisome is the increase in 
the share of low-performers 

PORTUGAL
Science 16.5 19.0 17.4 20.2
Math (36) 23.7 24.9 23.8 23.3
Reading 17.6 18.8 17.2 19.6



2.  Quantity and quality: School years matter… sometimes

E.A. Hanushek, D.T. Jamison, E.A. Jamison, and L. Woessmann, Education
and economic growth: It’s not just going to school, but learning
something while there that matters, Education Next, Spring 2008
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3. Learning how to read is crucial
www.iniciativaeducacao.org

http://www.iniciativaeducacao.org/




Thank you!
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